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Evangelical United Methodist Church
345 Broadwater Avenue—Billings, MT 59101
Phone 259-1897 email - office@actyourfaith.org
THE PASTOR’S CORNER
As Sunday’s bulletin was being printed earlier today someone saw the cover and asked, “How can we
make God look good?”
“Make God Look God” is the title of my go-to sermon if I’m ever asked to give one to a new group on
short notice. The saying comes from a church in Lakeville, Minnesota, not far from where I used to
live. Just like we say “Act Your Faith,” their motto is “Make God Look Good.” That always stuck with
me. What, I often wonder, would our churches and world look like if we spent our time and energy
trying to make God look good rather than trying to make ourselves look good? The answer, I think, is
that they would look different than they often do.
The person who asked the question jokingly said, “You can’t comb God’s hair or wash his face!,” and
she would be right. But we can, by how we live our lives and treat other people, especially as we act
and proclaim our faith, demonstrate through word and deed a God who is loving, merciful, gracious,
just, and kind.
Scripture is clear: when we accept Christ, Jesus lives in us. “God wanted to make the glorious riches
of this plan known among others, which is Christ living in you, the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27).
When Christ lives in us, we are to work daily to be worthy of this: “I encourage you to live as people
worthy of the call your received from God” (Ephesians 4:1). What does that look like? “Conduct yourselves with all humility (aka - it’s not about making ourselves look good, but making God look good!),
gentleness, and patience. Accept each other with love, and make an effort to preserve the unity of the
Spirit with the peace that ties you together” (4:2-3).
As we enter into this holy season of Lent, preparing ourselves for the death and resurrection of Christ,
exploring together through worship and study who Jesus proclaimed himself and God to be, may we
keep two simple phrases in mind. When we get up each day to “Act Our Faith,” let us also be
intentional about making sure
every word and action we share
is done in order to “Make God
Look Good.”
Please join me in this prayer:
Gracious God and Loving
Savior, thank you for living in
me. Remind me that I am not
alone on this journey. You go
with me every step of the way. With you, each day has purpose and meaning. You have placed a call
on my life and I want to be worthy of that call. Give me strength to act my faith, courage to share my
faith, and the wisdom and humility to know how to work harder at making you look good than making
myself look good. Lord, bless Evangelical United Methodist Church, working in, through, and among
the people there. Help us grow closer to you and closer to each other in the year ahead. Amen.
Now go out there and Make God Look Good!

Exploring the ‘I Am’ Statements of Jesus
This study is one that helps us tap into questions we have about the
character of Jesus and of a God we are told of by our fore-bearers. Learn
how to embrace and more fully live in the faith Jesus boldly proclaimed by
saying, “I AM.”
Lenten Sermon & Study Series
Sermon Series begins February 18
Soup & Study begins February 21
All are welcome for a soup dinner & book study on Wednesday evenings.
We’ll begin serving soup at 5:45; the book study will be from 6-7 pm.
If you would like a book, please sign up
on the Just Say Yes board or contact the office by Feb 8.
(259-1897, office@actyourfaith.org). Cost is $8.
Other Opportunities for the Season of Lent:
 Joint UMC Ash Wednesday Service on February 14. This year it is at Hope UMC in the Heights (244
Wicks lane). A soup supper is served at 6 pm, worship is at 7 pm. Child care will be available.


Wednesday Prayer @ Noon, Feb 21 - Mar 21. Come by the church over your lunch hour for a quiet time of
self-guided prayer & reflection



Wednesday Night Soup & Study, 5:45 - 7 pm



Palm Sunday Pancakes & Service, March 25 at 9 & 10:30 am



Holy Thursday Service, March 29 at 6:30 pm



Easter Celebration - He Is Risen! Brunch at 9:00, Easter Egg Hunt at 10, Worship at 10:30

YOUTH GROUP NEWS
Both youth groups met in January and had a joint mission night, singing songs
with some of our homebound and nursing home members (here they are with
George & Norma Petersen!).
The youth enjoyed a lock-in at the
end of January and Conference
Youth Coordinator Abbie Thompson helped them plan and lead a
special Sunday worship service on
Jan. 28. They collected donations
for the Teen Pantry and cash
donations for upcoming youth
activities.
Over the next two months, the youth will talk about confession and sacrifice, sing
to more homebound members, host a Palm Sunday pancake breakfast, send the
high schoolers on a ski trip & the middle schoolers to bowling and pizza, and
send a few of youth to Convo in Great Falls.
Please keep them in your prayers as they grow in faith & stature.
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Bible Verse of the Month:
(Cut this out & hang it where you will see it

Beginning in March, we will
need small, individually
wrapped candy or toys
(stickers, etc) to put in plastic
eggs for the Easter Egg
Hunt.

Monthly Mission Opportunity:
Free Store volunteer Coral Ragsdale has been offering child care for parents who are shopping.
She shares, “It’s a joy to get to know these kids and spend time playing and interacting with them.
All of them look forward to coming and I look forward to seeing them!” With more volunteers, a
greater number of parents and children could benefit from this service.
Please contact Pastor Wendy (690-2481 or pastorwendyochs@gmail.com) or the office (259-1897 or
office@actyourfaith.org) if you would like to help. A couple of hours a month could make a huge
difference in the life of a child!

Mark your calendars: All-church meeting & potluck is Sunday, February 25, after worship. Enjoy a
good meal and hear about what’s going on in the life of the church. Please bring a dish to share.

Whole Church Initiative
Members of our church will soon be embarking on an adventure for our entire congregation called Whole
Church Initiative. The goal is for this group and the entire congregation to take a deep look at where our
church is and where God is calling it to go. Team members begin with weekly prayer meetings, working to

Kids’ Corner
Sunday School:
Feb 11 - Valentine Surprise
Feb 18 - Story
Feb 25 - Missions
March 11 - Spiritual Practices
March 18 - Cooking
March 25 - Games

Upcoming Activities:
March 25—Palm Sunday
Be at church by 10:15 to help with the
Palm Processional
Wed. April 11—Game Night!
All kids pre-school—5th grade 6-7:30

Spiritual Practices of the Month:
Lent is an especially important time in the Christian year to make sure you are feeding your soul and
connecting to God on a regular basis. Some ways to do that:







Join one of the Bible Studies on Monday morning
Stop by the church over your Wednesday lunch hour for a time of self-guided prayer & reflection
Come to Wednesday Night Soup & Study - feed your body & soul!
Participate in the online-version of the Lenten study with Pastor Tyler from Shiloh on Tuesdays at
noon (email pastortyler@shilohbillings.church or call 656-0050 to sign up)
Attend the Holy Thursday Service on March 29 at 6:30 pm
Read & reflect on a daily Bible Verse found on our Facebook page

A LITTLE HUMOR
What time of day was Adam created?
A little before Eve

EVANGELICAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH HISTORY

2012 Pastor Jeremy Scott: The unexpected ministry of missions was seen in responding to the Ash Creek Fire
victims in the Ashland area. A truck load of clothes, household items, and toys were taken to the people affected by
the wild fire. Also, hundreds of dozens of cookies were sent to the soldiers in Afghanistan under the direction of
Lela McGarvey.
Pastor Jeremy had the opportunity to travel to Angola with a United Methodist Team to experience God’s work
being done there. Embroidery thread collected by the ladies of EUM was taken to the women of East Angola.
AYF (Active Youth Fellowship) was organized and became actively engaged at EUM.
2013 Pastor Jeremy Scott: Along with shopping at the Free Store, patrons also had the opportunity to have a nutritious hot lunch provided by Pat Montgomery from Shiloh United Methodist Church and other helpers from the
United Methodist churches.
The Montana Women’s Prison Ministry was initiated. Following training, a team went to the prison on the first
Sunday of each month to conduct a worship service for the inmates.
Individuals from the EUM family made Faith Pledges for the NEXT 100 Projects in anticipation of celebrating
EUM’s 100th birthday.
EUM was able to install air conditioning to the Free Store and Conference Room through a generous gift from
Bozeman United Methodist church.
2014 Pastor Jeremy Scott/Pastor Wendy Ochs: EUM had a sleeping bag drive and donated the bags to the
Yellowstone Conference Free Store. With increased awareness of the homeless high school students, EUM began
a mission for supplies of food and hygiene products for the Teen Pantry at Senior High School.
2015 Pastor Wendy Ochs: Mission minded, EUM became involved in “Imagine No Malaria”. Monies were given to
help the people of Africa by providing preventive education about the importance of nets, and providing testing and
treatment at health centers. Another new mission was the support of East Angola pastors’ salaries of $40 a month.
EUM also contributed money for the purchase of a truck for the pastors to travel to remote villages in their ministry.
In August, an intruder broke into the basement window to gain entry into the building. A section of the ceiling at the
front of the sanctuary was damaged with the intruder falling through the ceiling from the attic.
2016 Pastor Wendy Ochs: The Senior and Middle School Youth groups continued to grow and thrive . Grace
United Methodist Youth joined with the EUM youth.
Two Praise in the Park joint worship services were held at Terry Park and Rose Park with Grace United Methodist
Church.
EUM celebrated the elimination of the two church roof debts using funds from the NEXT 100 pledge money. Also,
a generous check was given in memory of Bette McCullough who had passed away a year earlier.
After three long years, the church house remodel project was completed with an Open House and dedication in
September.
2017 Pastor Wendy Ochs: June 4th, EUM celebrated its 100th birthday with a 1950’’s - style worship service and
potluck. The service was led entirely by the pastor who had little technology, and songs from those early days.
After almost 60 years of Camp on the Boulder ministering to youth and others, the Camp Board voted unanimously
to discontinue regular operations, close the Camp, and put it up for sale.
EUM hosted a Thanksgiving dinner for those of the EUM family who were alone. Linda and Bob Lang organized
the event.
This brings you up to date to the happenings in the last 100 years of EUM’s existence and its life of missions.
As EUM continues into a new year and century, we pray that the church family will follow Christ whole-heartedly
committing ourselves to growing ever closer to God and each other. We know spiritual growth is a life-long process
that takes place in our daily interactions with God and others.
Submitted by Carol Vegge

