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THE PASTOR’S CORNER :

The Ministry of Staying
Not long ago, there was a loud rattle at the front door of the church. It was a weekday afternoon and I
was in my office, on the phone, working diligently to cross off a few items on my “to do” list. By the time I
got to the door, the young man had turned to leave. It was a cold day and he was dressed in a t-shirt,
wrapped in a thin blanket, and walked with an uneven gate. My first thought, I must confess, was that he
was drunk - and that I felt relieved he was leaving; I had plenty of other things to do. But when I realized
he had simply moved to sit beside the door, I thought about the preacher who had once dressed like a
vagrant and sat outside the front doors of his church on a Sunday morning. Not one person stopped to
ask him if he was okay or invite him into worship. I sighed…”Better practice what I preach,” I mumbled.
Besides, the Happle Circle was meeting, there were plenty of people in the church, I felt safe.
Opening the door I introduced myself, “Is there something I can do for you?” “Yes,” replied the
young man. “I’m looking for a place to warm up for a few minutes before I go to the Crisis Center. I’m a
vet and was hurt in the line of duty. It’s hard for me to walk.” For the next half hour, the young man enjoyed a hot cup of coffee, a piece of pumpkin pie (thanks, Circle Ladies!), and a new-to-him coat (thanks,
Free Store!). I enjoyed hearing a bit of his story, feeling humbled by his appreciation and outlook on life,
and being reminded, once again, that God blesses and uses us in the most unexpected ways - if we have
the wisdom to pay attention and the courage to say yes. I was also reminded that these opportunities
God provides are usually not convenient; but they are, without doubt, more beautiful and meaningful than
any of the easy, planned or nicely-packaged ministry moments I would choose for myself.
The lesson I recognized is this: if you want to find God, chances are, you will need to look in unexpected places. Often, our God is a God who shows up in the inconvenient and the messy, in the interruption and the chaos. Yes, God can be in the planned, but often, God’s presence shines brighter in the unplanned. Our job? Our job is to STAY; to stay vigilant, connected, open, ready. Stay present in the places
we find ourselves, even when - especially when - they are not convenient or easy or planned. Stay put as
long as you are safe (and remember, feeling unsafe and uncomfortable are two different things) and until
God clearly tells you to move. This is what the Ministry of Staying is all about.
I heard this phrase used by a woman whose family felt called to leave their very comfortable, expected, planned life and move to a neighborhood where chaos and messy is the norm. They discovered,
very quickly, that God’s presence was all over the place - and that they were about to experience faith in
a whole new way. They found a small church filled with quirky, imperfect, struggling people. Sometimes
the music got messed up, the basic technology did not work, the people got frustrated with each other
(sound familiar?). It was not always easy, but the longer they stayed, the deeper their relationships with
those quirky people grew, the more comfortable they got with the imperfections of worship, the more they
understood the ministry they had in, through, and because of that church. It was the place God had
called them to serve and the place through which God would help them to grow. And the only way to see
those things come to fruition was to STAY. The Ministry of Staying allowed God to bless and use them in
unexpected, beautiful, and meaningful ways.
Christmas often feels like a messy time: long “to do” lists, complicated family dynamics, the
consumer messages of the season. Our church faces messy times: uncertainty about our denomination,
uncertainty about our local church, uncertainty about our how our church family will be affected. Perhaps
you are in a messy time of life: an expected crisis, overwhelming stresses of daily life, worry for a loved
one. Though the temptation is to skip the hard parts and move on to what is easy, STAY still.
Please turn the page - - - - -

Member Highlight — Lisa Thompson
EUM’s Youth Leader, Lisa Thompson, has excellent credentials working with the church’s
youth. She has been a Youth Group Leader for 20 years. Working with East Helena United
Methodist and then Covenant United Methodist in Helena. Interestingly enough, Lisa did not
grow up being involved in a Youth Group as at that time, the youth were not active at her
church.
Lisa is a Butte native. Her older brother is an engineer like her dad, Don Davis. Older sister,
Laura, owns Toad and Willow and is creative like her mother, Kay Davis. Her family attended
Aldersgate United Methodist in Butte where Lyle Hamilton was the pastor. Lisa and Kama
Morton-Hamilton, who is now pastor at First United Methodist, were classmates.
Following high school graduation, Lisa attended MSU. Her dad was an engineer so she started college exploring
engineering as her major. That changed, when in her first year, Lisa was selected to be the MSU Ambassador in
Nursing even though she had not declared nursing as her major. As a young child a seed had been planted in Lisa’s
heart to be a nurse and to dedicate her life to healthcare. She had health issues which required surgeries and came
to admire the doctors and nurses who cared for her.
Following two years at MSU, Lisa transferred to Oregon Health Sciences University in Portland specializing in
Emergency Room care. Lisa has been an emergency room nurse for 18 years practicing in Portland for a year and
then moving to Helena where she and her family lived for 21 years.
Lisa decided to step back from her ER nursing when Abbie was in high school and Elle middle school to spend more
time with them and their school activities. Abbie is now 24 years old and Elle 20 years old.
Lisa always knew that at some point, she wanted to adopt. When she found out that she couldn’t have any more
children Lisa and her husband, Matt, began the lengthy, two-year journey of adoption. Working with the Montana
Department of Health and Human Services, they filled out applications, participated in home studies, and took
classes. Lisa received a call one weekend that they were to receive a three-month-old baby boy who weighed five
pounds. It was a special day for the Thompson family. Caleb came to their home on “the day that he was to have
been born -- May 24”! Caleb is now 14 years old.
Lisa is an active young woman who enjoys being in the outdoors and loves to hike, ski, kayak, and swim. Lisa was
on a swim team from fifth grade through high school. In college she participated in swim meets with colleges and
universities in Montana as a member of MSU’s intramural swim team. Lisa also enjoys gardening, sewing, making
blankets, cross-stitch, and anything that does not require a specific pattern. Presently, Lisa is busy making memory
books for her kids.
Lisa’s high energy, enthusiasm, and love of youth, enables her to keep up with the younger generation. Lisa has
been part of the EUM family for five years adding much to the Youth Program. EUM is blessed to have her.
Submitted by Carol Vegge

SHARING OTHERS’ GENEROSITY
THROUGH OUR FAITH
As winter approaches, the requests for outerwear from our shoppers are numerous and at times
desperate. Coats, boots, scarfs, etc. are needed for all ages. These items and other winter clothing may be
left at the church
.

In addition, the shoppers use the tall garbage sacks and our supply is low so your donations of these and
the heavy black leaf bags are needed. Finally, this ministry appreciates your spiritual support through
your prayers for the shoppers and the volunteers.
Submitted by Peg Parker
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Upcoming Worship Series
November: CONNECT - Growing Closer to God and One Another as We Hear and Share
Our Stories of Faith
4 - Gary Thomas
11 - Micki Kuhlman & Travis Kuehn
18 - The Carter/Berns Family
25 - Diana Herman & Pastor Wendy
December/Advent: THIS IS US…Remembering Who We Are As We Gather Around the
Manger.
2 - This Is Us...Waiting
9 - This Is Us...Receiving
16 - This Is Us...Sharing
23 - This Is Us...Searching (Cantata & Kids Program)
30 - Christmas Brunch in the Fellowship Hall

UMC Table Talk – First UMC Nov. 11, 2:00 pm
Join leaders from area United Methodist Churches as we learn about the Special Called Session of
General Conference in February 2019. This will be a time for us to gather, offer hopes, fears, and
prayers for the future of our church. During this gathering we will learn about the 3 plans being
presented by the Commission on a Way Forward and our Council of Bishops. Our leaders are asking us
to seek ways to remain united despite our differences of opinion about human sexuality and scripture.
Come learn more

Broadwater School Winter Needs
We are now collecting these requested items for
Broadwater School:


Kids socks



mittens/gloves



Sweatpants (kids small or medium)



Winter boots



Snowpants

We are collecting BOX TOPS for
Broadwater School! You may
put them in the envelope on
the "Missions" Board in the
gathering area.

Youth Group Update
Submitted by Lisa Thompson

Youth group started its new year in October and is going strong, with 13 high
school and middle school youth participating on a regular basis. Each group
meets every other Sunday evening to share worship, dinner, fun activities, and
faith exploration. The youth will do mission projects, fun activities, fundraisers
( they hope to go the National Youth Convention this summer and a mission trip
in two more years), and continue to grow and build loving relationships with one
another through Christ in the year ahead.

No Thanksgiving Plans? Join Us!
You are invited to the second annual Miriam Lang Memorial Thanksgiving Dinner at EUM. Come
for a delicious meal, stay for games and fellowship. Miriam loved holidays and the joy they
brought with family and friends gathered around one table. She also, as daughter Linda put it,
“knew how to make a good turkey!”
When: Thursday, November 22, 2 pm
Where: EUMC Fellowship Hall
Who: Anyone looking for a place to share a good meal with good people
What: Please bring a dish to share (see below)
Bob & Linda will bring the turkey, others are asked to provide a side dish that will serve 10-15
people. There is a sign-up sheet at church or you may call Linda for information: 406-651-9457.

PASTOR’S CORNER—CONTINUED
Be present in the messy. Know that is exactly where God is, too. Chances are, God is going to show up in
unexpected ways. Chances are, God is going to grow you and use you in the mess. Chances are, when
you choose the Ministry of Staying, God will bless and use you in the most beautiful and meaningful ways.
But you will only find out if you STAY.
This Advent season, make a commitment to the Ministry of Staying. Stay faithful in the messy
places where you find yourself right now and watch for the unexpected and wonderful ways God will show
up there. Chances are, other than the gift of Jesus, that will be the best gift you get all season!
In Christ’s Love,

Finance Committee Report – November/December 2018
Several things are happening to help maintain our finances:
>Extra donations have been received and members have increased their giving to help our bottom line and
to keep Pastor Wendy at EUM.
>We received a $25,000 per year, three-year grant from the Big Sky Conference for a new worship
session, Waffle Worship. The grant allows Pastor Wendy a full-time position and to start a new faith community
.

>The Siewert-Thiele Scholarship Fund will be relocated for better access and management of the monies.
A few of our current needs:
>The new house had an issue that involved spending close to $7,000. $5,000 was held in the housing
fund reserve for repairs. It will take a while to build up that fund again so we will not be unable to use rental
money for general church funds, which are used for monthly church maintenance and bills.
>The roof was patched, but will need to be replaced in the future. The furnace also needs to be updated
and eventually replaced.
Funds for our church:
So, as the end of this year closes, if you can find it in your heart, and finances to give an extra gift to a
secial cause/fund for our church, we would appreciate it.
Have a happy two months of holidays and joy, Merry Christmas!
Submitted by Anna Brewer, Finance Chair

Annual Charge Conference:
Our annual Circuit Charge Conference is Thursday, November 29, 6:30 pm at Shiloh
UMC (1810 Shiloh Road). All Church Members are invited to be a part of this important meeting. We will celebrate God’s blessings, make decisions for the coming
year, and fellowship with other United Methodists in Billings.

