The Circuit
Fall
September –
October 2019

“Pastor’s Corner.”
The place where I get to write whatever I want.
Once in a while, the message comes easy - the Spirit sends a
clear nudge about what I ought to say and what y’all hopefully
need to hear. But more often than not, finding something
helpful to fill this space is a challenge.
Does the church, I ask myself, need Encouragement? Conviction? Guidance?
Does it matter - does anyone bother to read this??!
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And right now especially, the message is not coming easy. There is so much going
on - in my head, at our church, within the denomination, across this divided
country. It all feels challenging. What’s the best way to sort through all the
information from various voices? What the most effective way to make sure you
are getting and hearing all you need and want to know?
I have not figured out perfect answers for those questions, but as we look to kick
off a new school year and another busy season in our church life, it seems
appropriate to share all of the above - so here goes:
ENCOURAGEMENT: faithful people of EUMC, you are doing GOOD WORK. You
are doing GOD’S WORK. When you feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit those
in prison, and welcome the stranger (and you literally do all of those things), you
do it because it is what CHRIST TAUGHT AND SHOWED US TO DO. You do it in
a way that shows it is not just about handing out a meal and a new outfit and
saying, “Good luck, God bless, we’ve done our duty.” Nope. You do the hard work
that might actually and genuinely change lives: you invite strangers into our
community. You talk to them, listen to their stories, build relationships, and give
them a place to belong to something bigger and better than they have ever known.
You love and care for each other, setting an example of what Christian community
is meant to be; of what church is meant to be. Someone recently told me, “I have
been to a lot of churches and this church lives out the Gospel better than any other
I have known.” I cannot think of a better word of encouragement - so keep doing
the good work. It is God’s work!
(Continued page 2)
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Pastor’s Corner (continued from page 1)
CONVICTION: to those who continue to believe in and fight for all that EUMC is and does, thank
you - do not lose heart! Yes, we face times of change and uncertainty. We know there are
financial challenges. We have many unanswered questions about what might happen to our
annual conference and what that might mean for our church. Perhaps we have felt or heard
negative attitudes and comments. We might even wonder, Is it worth it? Why stay? Remember
this: God’s way is often the harder way. Sometimes the greatest seduction in church life is
maintaining the status quo, doing what is easy and familiar, trying to keep everyone happy,
jumping ship when the waves get rough. But we are not called to an easy life. As a resurrection
people we know that new life does not come without death. New beginnings do not happen
without ends. We do not get to experience the truly good stuff until we have authentically and
directly engaged the bad stuff. So stay vigil, keep praying, pay attention. God is in the midst of a
transformation and though we may not yet be able to envision what it will look like, we can trust
that it will be beautiful.
GUIDANCE: Keep doing the things you do to Act Your Faith: pray for our church and its people.
Ask God to send us people to love, to grow us, to provide for our every need. Volunteer at the
Free Store, attend your Bible Study, show up for worship, laugh and play with your church family.
If you have questions about what is happening in the church, ask someone who will do their best
to give you an honest answer (your pastor, one of our lay or team leaders). Trust that our leaders
will do their best to share what information you need to know when you need to know it. Know
that no one but you, as a church family, gets to decide what you will do as a church. Believe that
our doors will stay open for a long time: how we do church may look a little different, but being
the church is something we will continue to do for as long as God calls us to do it. Above all,
keep your eyes on the One who holds us all in the palm of an almighty hand. God does not judge
by the world’s standards. God sees our hearts. God knows our will. God honors the beautiful,
difficult, life-changing work we do in the name of our Savior, Jesus the Christ.
So be encouraged, take heart, trust Jesus. It is a wild and sometimes exhausting ride, but we are
a people who love Jesus and loving Jesus means we live our lives with hope, peace, trust, and
joy even when - especially when - it ain’t easy.
In Christ’s Love & Grace,
Pastor Wendy

September/October Worship Series

Worship Series:
We will begin a worship series called “Faith by Numbers,” which will delve deeper into
what it means to practice our faith today through our Wesleyan roots

Live on Facebook!
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Questions and Answers
Q: What’s happening this fall at our church for kids & youth?
A: Lots of things!
• Sunday School kick-off and blessing of the back-packs will be Sept 8 during worship. Sunday
school will happen during worship on the 2nd-4th Sundays of each month
• Updates will be made to the “Wonders” room at the back of the sanctuary, thanks to Mata
Wagner’s Memorial funds
• Youth Group (grades 6-12) will have their kick-off on Friday, Sept 6, with a lock-in at Shiloh
UMC. Parents are invited to come for pizza and hear about plans for the year
• The youth group will meet on a regular basis with youth from the other UMC churches in
Billings, usually on Sundays from 3:30-6 pm.
Q: What else is happening this fall?
A: Lots of things!
• Bible study groups will continue to meet on Mondays (see calendar)
• We will begin a worship series called “Faith by Numbers,” which will delve deeper into what it
means to practice our faith today through our Wesleyan roots
• A church & community yoga class will be offered every Tuesday from 6:30-7:30 pm, beginning
September 10
• There will be another Women’s Night & Men’s Night gathering - watch for details!
• We will continue our partnership with Broadwater School, offering school supplies, volunteer
hours, and prayer partners for every teacher and staff members (talk to Bev Thorn if you
would like to be a prayer partner!)
• Coffee with PW (Pastor Wendy) will happen on Wednesdays from 9:30-10:30 am at Mazevo
on Grand
Q: What will happen to our church in light of what is happening with our denomination?
A: From the information we have received, this is a timeline of what is likely to happen:
• Sept 14, 2019 - EUM Church Leaders & Team Members will have a Leaders Retreat to talk
about goals for our church and outline what we need to do as a congregation to prepare for
upcoming decisions
• Late Fall 2019 - EUM Charge Conference. All church members are invited to be a part of this
meeting; we will talk about where we are as a church and vote on the pastor’s salary. We will
also explore/discuss ways we can and are working with other Billings UMCs to share
resources
• Fall/Winter 2019 - EUM will have “listening sessions” to talk about what is happening in our
conference and share ideas about what we think is best for our congregation
• Jan 1, 2020 - The Traditional Plan will take effect
• May 2020 - GC 2020 takes place in Minneapolis. There are many possible outcomes: the
denomination splits, a plan like the “One Church Plan” is passed allowing individual churches
to make decisions around LBGTQ inclusion r/t ministry and marriage, the Traditional Plan
stays in effect
• June 2020 - Annual Conference in Gillette, WY. If the Traditional Plan is still in place, the
Mountain Sky Annual Conference will take a vote on whether or not it will leave the
denomination as a conference. Whatever it decides, EUMC will vote as a church on whether
we want to stay a part of the United Methodist Church, leave with the conference, or do
something different (i.e. become an independent church).
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VBS

“Our Family Tree of Faith”
Twenty-four children from Pre-K to 6th grade and 13 support adult staff enjoyed VBS, August 5-8.
Fun ranged from singing songs, handprints in paint on a tree, soaking wet games, funny Bible
stories and great snacks. It was learning more about someone on the inside, learning more about
ourselves, and Jesus. It was a spectacular time!
An amazing rap was created and performed by Bev Thorn (Downlow Bevo) and Bryan Ragsdale
provided the beat!! By Anna Brewer
NOW DAVID WAS A BOY AND HIS
FATHER’S NAME WAS JESSE,
HE HAD A LOT OF BROTHERS WHO
WERE OLDER THAN HE.
HE RAN A LOT OF ERRANDS FOR HIS
FATHER AND HIS BROTHERS,
AND HE SAW WHAT HE COULD SEE, OH
YEAH, HE SAW WHAT HE COULD SEE.
NOW ONE DAY DADDY SAID TO DAVID,
“MY SON, BETTER CHECK ON YOUR
BROTHERS TODAY.
GIVE THEM FOOD TO EAT BUT THEN
TURN AROUND AND REPORT TO ME
RIGHT AWAY!
SO, DAVID WENT OUT TO THE VALLEY
OF ELAH AND JUST ABOUT TURNED
AND RAN-THEY WERE FIGHTING WITH THE
PHILISTINES, A BAD BUNCH OF BOYS,
AND THEIR LEADER WAS A GIANT OF A
MAN! OH, YEAH, THEIR LEADER WAS A
GIANT OF A MAN.
GOLIATH WAS HIS NAME, STANDING
NINE FEET TALL WITH A SPEAR AND A
SHIELD AND A ‘TUDE.
HE YELLED WITH MIGHT, “NO ISRAELITE
CAN BEAT ME, I’M THE DUDE, OH YEAH,
GOLIATH IS THE DUDE!”
NOW DAVID SPOKE UP AND HE SAID,
“WHOA UP, WHO CAN SPEAK AGAINST
OUR PEOPLE LIKE THIS?”
HIS BROTHER SAID TO DAVE, “YOU
JUST COULDN’T STAY HOME, FOR A
FIGHT YOU NEVER WANT TO MISS!”
Ask Downlow Bevo to sing this rap for you!
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September/October Birthdays and More!
September Birthdays
1 Brandon Martin
4 Kathy Anderson
5 George Meyers
6 Delores Curran
7 Nina Rehard
8 Dustin Dozier
8 Gayle Carter
9 Lauren Kruse
9 Bella Nagel
10 Elizabeth Halpin

12 Alex Ochs
13 Christal Baird
14 Lucas Harper
16 Carol Hoffman
17 Mike Tallmadge
24 Robert Campbell
24 Robert Lang
25 Kingston Ragsdale
27 Mandy Madler
29 Jody Reichenbach

October Birthdays
2 Steve Clutts
4 Sherry Clutts
5 Darlyne Peterson
9 Edmund Kron
10 Leah Coles
14 Hubert Patterson
14 Bryan Ragsdale
16 Beverly Thorn
19 Coral Ragsdale
30 Jennie Hanson
31 Virginia Folz

WAFFLE WORSHIP
A year ago, EUM received a grant from the Mountain
Sky Conference to start a new faith community called
“Waffle Worship.” Waffle Worship is focused on
engaging families from our Free Store community and
neighborhood who do not have a church home. It
happens the second and fourth Saturdays of every
month at 10 am. People gather to eat good food, sing
good songs, and interactively engage in a Bible lesson.
One of the core values is that every person comes with needs and resources. By sharing our
stories and gifts with each other, we grow as followers of Christ.
An average of 22 people have been attending each Saturday. Please come and see what it is all
about!
By Pastor Wendy
FREE STORE
What can 10 teenagers and 2 adults accomplish?
In July twelve people from across the United States worked at the
Free Store for two 6-hour days. They were part of the 270 people from the Catholic Heart
Workcamp volunteering their time and energy to various Billings non-profits. Their
accomplishments at the Free Store included painting walls, bookcases, railings, and the cement
steps as well as scrubbing and waxing the shopping room and hallway floors. This was all
accomplished without any complaints, arguments, or whining! What an improvement. We
oldsters that volunteer at the Free Store never would have been able to do these projects.
Winter Clothing Donations
We will begin accepting winter clothing the first of September. Just a reminder: be sure that the
zippers work, that there are no stains or tears, and that the items are clean.
Thanks!
This ministry continues to grow, thanks to the support of your donations. The shoppers are so
grateful.
By Peggy Parker
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Youth Camping Experiences

EUMC Youth receive scholarships to attend
Luccock Park and Flathead Lake Camps!
Lizzie Berns, John Zier, Savarah Austin, Nevaeh Lee, Caleb Thompson, Victor Koch and Abe Ochs
attended camps at Luccock and Flathead, it sounds like a great time was had by all attendees.
One camper commented “Camp helped me learn about "the emotional truth" and "I loved seeing all
my friends and the counselors. I love the overall experience!"
A thank you from another camper, “I just wanted to give the biggest thank you to my church family.
With your gracious giving you gave me the money to go to my favorite place in the world, Luccock. I
was lucky enough to go to both camps this year because of your love and support. I truly feel
blessed and cannot express enough of my gratitude. I truly know now the love and change in the
world the youth in Montana will make from the two weeks I was there. I will never forget the love of
God I have felt ever since. The people at EUMC, I thank you for blessing me with the continuous
gifts you give to me. I am truly blessed.” Love, Lizzie!
A thank you to all those who contributed to camp scholarships, and a special thank you to the
donors who went above and beyond to make sure one of our youth got to experience camp this
year: Woody Strever, Bryan & Coral Ragsdale, Anna Brewer, and Britt Hougen (the boss of John
Zier's mom, Liz).

EUMC Youth Camp at Fort Smith!
Coral, Sarah, Victor, Jon, Caleb, Liam and his dad, Alex, Abe, Lisa and Jan had
very hot weather and a fun adventure. It was great that they had a blow-up
paddle board, a kayak, and floaters to have fun in the water. They saw two bears
and watched them for a while from a safe distance.
By Jan M
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Dearly Beloved,
Grace and Peace to you.
God, I thought: this is too hard.
I throw myself at it.
I drag myself through it.
It is more than I can do.
It is hard; I doubt I have what it takes.
And then you said,
no, it is not hard. It is impossible.
You cannot do it.
You don't have that power.
But I do, and I give it to you.
I breathe my power through you.
You need not “dig deep” to find it.
It's right there, flowing through you.
It's there when you don't feel it.
It's there when you feel you're a failure.
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As long as you think it's hard,
it will be hard.
But when you realize it's impossible
then you know it's not yours to do, but
mine.
Stop trying to o it. Let me do the hard work.
You just come along.
I am doing the hard thing in your life.
Stay with me while I do it,
because without you, even for me,
it's impossible.
Steve Garness-Holmes
Hint: Rose Park Fun!
Safe Sanctuaries Training for Child & Youth Volunteers
All volunteers who work with children and/or youth need to
attend a Safe Sanctuaries training once a year and have a
background check completed every three years. This fall,
there will be two training opportunities:
Thursday, Sept 5, 6 pm at Shiloh UMC
Sunday, September 29, 2 pm EUM

