The Circuit
Winter

“Pastor’s Corner.”
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.”
Psalm 32:8

March/
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Let’s Talk about Sin, Baby!
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Any of you who grew up at the same time I did knows exactly what song that title
brings to mind. And just as we don’t often like to talk about the “s” word from that song
in church, we often don’t like to talk about any sort of sin. It makes us uncomfortable.
It is not very “church appropriate,” especially in a denomination that is not really into
the whole gloom-and-doom, fire-and-brimstone stuff.
Which, if you ask me, is too bad. It is too bad we too often shy away from talking
about those three-letter “s” words because, of course, the stuff of those three-letter “s”
words is all around us, all the time. Like it or not, our children are exposed to it, much
sooner than we would like. It is hard to look at a screen and not see images that
entice us in negative ways. Sex and sin are all around and if we don’t talk about those
things in church, then we are ignoring our opportunity to influence our children and
one another in godly, biblical ways.
Sin can be defined as acts that separate us from God and one another. The Ten
Commandments (Exodus 20), for example, is a list of things God told us to do and not
do in order to stay in good relationship with God and others. Worship God first, do not
use God’s name in vain, take time to rest and worship, do not hurt others through
stealing, lying, jealousy, adultery.
Another way to think about sin is by thinking about all the things God created and
intended for good - the earth’s bounty, family and marital relationships, time to work
and time to rest - and recognizing the ways we misuse them. Enjoying good food is a
blessing; eating too much can lead to serious health problems. Taking time to rest
and replenish our bodies and souls is something God commanded us to do; resting all
the time can keep us from doing the productive work God has given us to do. Earning
a lucrative living can provide opportunities for good; working all the time and never
being satisfied with what one has can cause a lot of hurt and pain.
Continued: Page 2
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Pastor’s Corner (continued from page 1)
I know, I know. It is a slippery slope. Life is tough. Addiction, depression, anxiety, injustice and trauma are
real. All of us suffer the consequences of living in a broken world. None of us like the idea of scrutinizing
every decision and behavior we make and do. However, as followers of Christ, we are called to “make
every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness, no one will see the Lord,”
Hebrews 12:14.
Lent is the perfect time for us to explore our call to live holy lives and to take a closer look at the ways sin
affects us, keeping us from living in the abundance and joy God desires for us. As the Apostle Paul wrote
to the Romans, “God’s law was given so that all people could see how sinful they were. But as people
sinned more and more, God’s wonderful grace became more abundant” (5:20). The more we become
aware of our sin, the more we understand and appreciate God’s grace given to us through the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus. The more intentional we are about the choices we make every day, the more
God is able to use us to “shine among them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to the word of life,”
(Philippians 2:16a).
As we enter into the season of Lent, preparing ourselves for the crucifixion, death, and resurrection of
Jesus, I encourage all of us to take a closer look at the places in our lives that keep us from fully
experiencing the grace, freedom, and abundance Christ offers. I encourage all of us to commit to a
practice that will move us closer to God this season - praying, fasting, Bible Study, worship (see
opportunities on pg. #). I encourage all of us to be honest about our sin so that when Easter comes, we
can joyfully embrace the incredible gift of proclaiming, “we are guilty AND FORGIVEN!”
In Christ’s Love & Grace,

Worship & Discipleship During Lent

Worship: Saturdays @ 9:30 am, Sundays @ 10:30 am

March 1: Greed (How do we prioritize a Kingdom Economy over a consumer one?)
March 8: Lust (What does it mean to love others as Christ loved us?)
March 15: Sloth (How do we find work/Sabbath balance in our lives?)
March 22: Wrath (How do we care for others when it is really, really hard?)
March 29: Envy (How do we find Christ in every situation?)
Holy Week:
April 5: Pride
(How do we live so that people see Jesus in us?)
9:30 & 11:30 - Palm Sunday Pancakes
(breakfast fundraiser by the youth group)
April 9: Foot Washing Service at Shiloh UMC, 7 pm
April 10: Last Words Service at Hope UMC, 7 pm
April 12: He Is Risen!
9:15 am - Easter Brunch
10:00 am - Easter Egg Hunt
10:30 am - Easter Worship

Discipleship:
Bible Studies/Small Groups:
Mondays @ 11 am - Discovery Group
Wednesdays @ 9:30 am - Coffee & Prayer at
Mazevo (8th & Grand)
Thursdays @ 12:15 pm - Lunch Hour Discussion
& Prayer (bring your lunch, discuss Sunday’s
theme, pray)
Thursdays @ 6:30 pm - Bible Study (Book of
Romans) @ 612 Wyoming
Sundays @ 9 am - Bible Study with Jerry Franks

Live on Facebook!
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Together we Can Do So Much:
Church Collaboration Weekend is March 13-15

Paul Nixon
www.epicentergroup.org
Inspirational blind-deaf author and activist Helen Keller said,
“Alone we can do so little. Together we can do so much.”
Pastors and leaders of the five United Methodist Churches in Billings - EUMC, First, Grace, Hope, and
Shiloh - recognize the power of these words. Individually, each church faces challenges related to lack of
funds and resources. However, each church also recognizes the unique gifts and culture it offers, as well as
the vital theology and message of Christian grace and service our Methodist roots provide the community.
Alone, it often feels like we can never do enough, but TOGETHER, we see the ways we can do so much
more.
No doubt you have already recognized some of the meaningful ways our churches have collaborated.
Joining our youth groups has provided important “critical mass” for the kids as well as more adults to help
lead events. Combined VBSs in the summers have been full and successful. Sharing worship resources
and themes gives all of us more meaningful experiences. Doing Bible studies together allows us to hear
new perspectives and grow deeper in our own faith.
Alone we can do so little. Together we can do so much.
In an effort to more deeply explore ways our five Billings UMCS might collaborate more closely now and in
the future, especially in the areas of Worship, Discipleship, Youth, and Staffing, renowned church coach
Paul Nixon (www.epicentergroup.org) will be here March 13-15 to work with teams from each church,
experience each church’s work and worship environments, and hear from all church members.
You are invited and encouraged to attend these events with Paul, both of which are happening at our
church: on Friday, March 13, 10-11 am, Paul will have a tour of our building and hear from us about our
church. On Sunday, March 15, 1-2:30 pm, Paul will meet with members from all five churches to provide
follow-up of his weekend experience along with recommendations for moving forward.
It is important to note that this is NOT an external effort from the conference. This gathering is rooted in a
deep belief that the future of the Methodist expression of Christianity in Billings is in our collective hands.
Though much prayer and discernment, it has become clear to pastors and church leaders that we can do
more together than we can do apart.
Please consider being a part of this important weekend and please continue hold our church - and all of the
Billings UMCs - in your prayers. Alone we can do so little. Together we can do so much!
Psalm 23 for an Airplane Pilot
The Lord is my Pilot in Command, I shall not stall.
He makes me to be aware of the jet stream,
He leads me on the beam. He manages my control inputs.
He helps me determine my CAVU for my passenger’s sake.
Yea, though my touchdown seems so distant,
I will fear no dead-stick, for Thou art with me.
Thy drag and thy thrust, they keep me from skidding.
Thou art in the midst of my trim, You know my plane’s capabilities.
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You strengthen my directional stability, You reduce my
crosswinds,
You are my center of gravity.
Surely fog and sudden downdrafts will be few and far between
and I shall come to a full stop
With little need for ditching or Maydays throughout my flying
career.
And I will slide into the hangar safely, knowing my Pilot goes
before me and has my Eternal Flight-book safely in His Hands
forever. Amen

Celebrations!
March Birthdays
Willow Armbuster
Linda Lang
Bob Powelson
Skip Vernard
Maya (Alyse) Rael
Tom Hoffman
Natalie Martin
Edie Juvick
Shayla Reichenbach
Kay Davis
Wendy Ochs
Johnathan Harpole
Brian Thorn
Chase Norwood
Vicki Kruse
Diane Kron
Caleb Thompson
Joanne Ragsdale
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The Walk to Emmaus
Judy Evans was sponsored by Anna
Brewer.
Judy, “ The Walk to Emmaus was life
changing for me. I learned and realized
the love of Jesus Christ!”

Chrysalis, February 7-9
Lisa Thompson sponsored Johnny Zier.
Lizzie Berns sponsored Sarah Meron.

Johnny, “My Chrysalis experience was wonderful and I loved
meeting new people. Thanks to Lisa for sponsoring me.”

Sarah and Lizzie after an amazing weekend. Sarah, “Chrysalis was truly and
amazing experience full of agape love from God and each other and I loved
every minute of it.”

Convo, February 12 -15 in Helena.MT
Lisa Thompson and Ellie took Elizabeth Berns and Caleb Thompson to Convo in Helena. They all had an amazing
time and lots of fun!
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What Happens Behind the Scenes?
Sandwich Ministry
After class on the second and fourth Mondays, 7-10
ladies from the Journey Bible Study venture downstairs
to make sandwiches. These sandwiches are delivered
to the Salvation Army for distribution. We started this
ministry when Jeremy Scott was pastor, so we have
been doing this for several years. The first sandwiches
we made were peanut butter and jelly – which was very
messy! When the PB&J supply ran out, we switched to
making bologna and cheese – much easier. We each
have our own place when assembling the sandwiches,
so we are able to make on average 160 sandwiches in
20-25 minutes. This year we have made 3379
sandwiches with two more sessions still to go before the
end of the year. Your support of this ministry has
enabled us to continue this valuable mission. Thank
you.
Submitted by Joyce Fink

Roukema Circle 2019
The Roukema Circle has seven active members
that meet ten months of the year, On those
months we bring food items for Gateway House,
a battered woman’s shelter. We assisted with
and/or furnished food for 5 funerals this year.
Even though we are slowing down we continue
to support each other as we are asked to do.
Donations for 2019 included Gateway House
(384), Homeless Program( 225), Orphan & Dues
(228), AIM (480), Wycliffe (480), EUM tithe
(282), Books for Reading Program (101.42),
Childs’s Evangelism (220), MRM Women’s
Shelter (220), Mission Pledge to UMW (800),
Prayer and Self Denial (68), Thank offering (35),
Tumbleweed-donated goods (100), and Family
Support Network (92.76) Total: $3332.18
God surely blesses our circle members.
Submitted by Barb Powelson

HELP NEEDED WITH FREE STORE NURSERY
As the number of shoppers at the Free Store increases so do the number of
children needing nursery service. Currently the nursery is not available because of
there being no attendant. Do you have someone in your family you are wanting to
experience a service project and you are willing to also participate?
The hours are: 9:30 – 12:30. However, the last hour would be spent sanitizing the
toys.
Dates: first and/or third Saturday of the month.
If you have any questions please contact :Peg Parker (690-6370) .

HELP NEEDED WITH DONATIONS
When the Free Store was created the decision was made to house it at Evangelical
United Methodist Church. A concurrent decision was made that the Free Store
should be a stand -alone entity meaning this church would have no additional
responsibility. However, the reality is the secretary and/or the pastor are interrupted
up to 10 times in four hours to take in the donations. Obviously this impacts their
work time.
NEEDED: door attendant who would open the door, facilitate the placement of
donations in the chapel, and issue a tax receipt, if requested. No lifting is required.
WHEN: Monday and Wednesday from noon to 4 pm, your choice. Please contact
Peg Parker (690-6370) if you are interested or have questions.

Broadwater Committee
Bev Thorn took lip sugar
cookies and Valentine
cards to the staff at
Broadwater. This
committee sends
prayers and cards for
the staff at Broadwater
during the year! Many
thank you notes were
sent to EUMC.
See above.
.
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Meet the Trustees!

\

Chris Ochs 2020

Don Davis 2021

Karmen Kron 2022

Ad Hoc: Bob Powelson & Woody Strever

Have you ever wondered what our trustees do?
Effective trustees will function as Christian stewards of property God has entrusted to the
congregation. This includes supervising and maintaining both the physical property of the
congregation and gifts made to the congregation so that the ministries of the congregation can be
effective and all legal requirements related to the property are satisfied. UMC Book of Disciplines
Our trustees do a lot. Please take time to ask each of them to tell you just some of their jobs.
Right now the focus is on the boiler but there is so much more.
Help me
come to
I am 100*
Help
the
Trustees
Get
a
New
Boiler!
EUMC!
years old!
A donation of $1000 was made to help replace the
boiler. A matching fun challenge was made!
Bob Repac met the challenge and more with a $5,000
donation. This challenge is for matching funds has
started the process.

Please help EUMC get a new boiler!
Finance Report – February 2020
You all are wonderful givers and several of you have definitely increased your tithes. It is noticed
and very much appreciated. However, as our membership fluxes, so do our finances. We are
trying to move funds around to stay on budget. Without staying on budget, we will not be able to
pay bills. I don’t want to be the person of doom and gloom, it is just reality. We are doing our
best to be good stewards of your tithes.
The rental house was sold and the money has been put into savings. After next month’s Ad
Council meeting, $100,000 will be transferred to a fund to generate interest that can go to the
pastor’s future housing fund and/or building improvements. From the sale of the house, $11,000
will be used for the pastor’s current housing fund. The remaining funds will be designated for
church building needs and voted on by Administrative Council. The next Administrative Council
meeting is Thursday, March 12, at 7 pm.
In His Service, Anna Brewer, Finance Chair
Share your offering online /phone: Actyourfaith.org/breezechms.com/give/online
Text: 406 306-1231
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EUMC Calendar MARCH/APRIL 2020

Coming Events – Mark Your Calendars!
HOMEWARD BOUND
April 3-4-5, 2020
Montana Women’s Prison
(701 South 27th Street, Billings, MT)

2020 Volunteer In-Service Training
@ Montana Women’s Prison
(701 South 27th Street, Billings, MT)

This is a plea for prayer! The prison chapel will be
Holy ground for 25 inmate candidates and the
participating volunteer leaders this upcoming April 34-5. This Christian retreat (Homeward Bound #45)
will be held in the Montana Women’s Prison (MWP)
chapel from Friday 7:00 p.m. till 9:00 p.m., Saturday
8:00 a.m. till 8:00 p.m., and Sunday 8:00 a.m. till 12noon. Please undergird this weekend event with
prayer.
Another volunteer opportunity will take place
Saturday (April 4th) evening at 6:00 p.m.
approximately. The Christian community is invited to
sing to the inmate candidates from outside the MWP
chapel’s fenced area near the Post Office. Adults
and children are welcome!
Jeremiah 29:11 is the overall scripture for
Homeward Bound (HB) and the scripture theme for
HB#45’s weekend is Psalm 17:8. Consider
partnering with HB to bring the hope of Christ into the
MT Women’s Prison. Submitted by Carol Hansen

Spiritual Intimacy
Lead by Lisa Thompson
Wendy Ochs
3534 Pebble Brook Dr.59101
March 28th (Saturday Evening)
6:00 pm

Senior High Youth March April
Sunday’s @ Mazevo’s
7:00 pm -8:00 pm
No coffee April 5th and 12th

Annual Pancake Breakfast
Fundraiser Sunday, April
5th
8:30pm – 12:30 pm
th

Youth Lock-In – April 4 6:30 – April
5th 1:00 pm

EUMC leads a monthly worship hour (music,
message, communion, prayer) on the first
Sunday of each month (7:00 pm till 8:00 pm) in
the chapel at Montana Women’s Prison. If you
feel a calling for this outreach ministry, attending
a volunteer in-service training is a requirement.
Submitted by Carol Hansen

Just for Fun: Members were asked:
“Tell something no one else knows about
you.”
I officiated at a wedding for a friend. I sought
guidance from Pastor Ron Kapalka. And the
wedding ceremony vows are outlined in the
back of the hymnal. Of course the marriage
license (legal document) must be completed
and filed. I was terrified that the marriage was
“null and void” because I was not a certified
clergy! Well, a pastor was in attendance, so I
had him sign the license on the appropriate
line and I signed as a witness. Ha, Ha! Now! I
have great peace knowing the marriage is
“real”
Who am I?
“Share the funniest thing that has happened
to you.”
I fell out of my office chair and there was no
reason.
Who am I?
“Tell something no one else knows about
you.”
I SPEED almost everywhere I go.
Who am I?
Answers: (1)Carol Hansen
(2)Stephani Reynolds (3) Racey Reynolds

Women’s Bible Study –
NEW!

The Department of Corrections requires all their
volunteers to annually attend a training session
before they can enter the Montana Women’s
Prison as a volunteer. The 2020 dates for
volunteer training are: April 15th, June 15th, and
October 21st – Wednesday evenings from 6:30
pm till 9 pm.
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Art Class “Yes you Can!
Draw a Stick Figure.”
Mondays, 4:30 – 6:00 pm
$40.00
Sign up @ actyourfaith.org or
Contact the church office: 406-2591897 Payment options available.

Family Roller Skating Night
March 20
6:00 – 8:00 pm
Skate World
Ladies Spring Luncheon
May 9th @ 12:30
Make reservations early!
$2.00 per person, 12 and under free
Bring a salad to share, bring a
friend, enjoy food and conversation.

