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“For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the
Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, I have not
stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that the
eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the
hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in
his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.” Ephesians 1:15-19
Almost seven years ago, I stood in front of you on a Sunday morning and
introduced myself as your new pastor. I was anxious and excited; hopeful and
scared. I had never been a pastor. I did not know if or how it would all work
out. But I did know this: God had called me to the place, time, and work that
was before me - and I couldn’t wait to get started and to get to know all of you!
Seven years later (is that possible?!), and I have learned how to be a pastor
(through much trial & error, to be sure). Seven years later, and I have fallen in
love with each and every one of you. Seven years later, and I am amazed
when I think about all the work we have done, all the things we have learned,
all the people we have welcomed and all those we have let go. We have
shared ups and downs, successes and failures, laughter and tears. We have
done all of it with faith in a God who is good, a Savior who loves and forgives
us, a Spirit who is ever present to help and guide us.
Another thing we have done these past years is pray. I know you are people
who pray. We pray together every Sunday and before every meeting and
gathering. And each day I pray for you as individuals and as a church. Two of
the regular ones are “Lord, send us people to love” and “Jesus, help us grow.”
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Pastor’s Corner (continued from page 1)
Though they seem to be simple enough prayers, I recognized right away that they were also a bit
bold and even dangerous. Asking God to send us people to love (and I always meant that as
both people who need love and people to give love - because we all fit both categories!) meant
God might send us some people that really need love. And people who really need love
sometimes really need it because they can be hard to love. Asking for growth...heck, what pastor
doesn’t want the practical, sustainable, obvious growth that is akin to more butts in the pews
each Sunday morning? But I knew that asking for growth may not manifest itself in that way; that
what it might mean is that we would grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. And that kind of growth,
my friends, requires vulnerability, courage, and tenacity. It ain’t easy, but it is beautiful.
So, my dear brothers and sisters of EUM, when I look at all of us seven years later and the ways
God has answered those prayers, I am humbled and amazed. There is so much LOVE in this
place. There has been so much GROWING that we have done together. The ways I hear and
see and experience you Acting Your Faith never ceases to inspire me. This church, these
people, in this place and time...you allow God’s Kingdom to be seen and felt and experienced
each and every day, especially for those who really need it.
The beautiful prayer above is a prayer that Paul offers for his friends in Ephesus and it is the
prayer that I will continually offer for you, especially as I head to my next call in Bigfork. I will give
thanks every time I remember you. I will ask that you will continue to know the Lord better. I will
pray that the hope of Christ will nurture and sustain you as you continue to love and grow with
the next pastor God calls to you.
Thank you for the love you have given me. Thank you for helping me grow to be a more
authentic disciple of Jesus Christ. Thank you for the beauty you brought to my days, the grace
you offered when I struggled, the encouragement and confidence and trust you offered me.
Following Jesus is an adventure! I will forever be grateful that you were a part of mine.
With much love,
Pastor Wendy

Party at the Park!
This year, instead of our usual “Praise at the Park” service, the Billings UMCs are invited to a
Party at the Park to connect with one another and say farewell to some of our Billings pastors. We
also thought it would be fun to invite folks to bring their fancy/fun/old/new cars and/or motorcycles
to show off!
When: Sunday, June 6, 2 pm
Where: Veteran’s Park, 2609 13th St. W
Who: All Billings United Methodists are welcome!

Worship Service Live on Facebook!
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Vacation Bible School – June 2021
Adventure Island

Join Beacon the Puffin as he leads
Discovery on Adventure Island this summer!
WHO:
WHEN/WHERE:

Children Ages 3-12 (going into 6th grade)
Session 1 is June 8-11, 9am - noon at
Hope UMC, 244 Wicks Ave
Session 2 is June 14-17, 5:30-7:30 pm at
EUMC, 345 Broadwater Ave
Special Guest:
Jeff the Nature Guy from ZooMT
Register:
at www.shilohbillings@church/vbs by May 31
Or call the office: (406) 259-1897
*Safety protocols will be followed during VBS - masks,
sanitizing, and distancing. Most activities will be outdoors.

Volunteer Opportunities (Act Your Faith!):
- VBS Volunteers to

help of one or both weeks of VBS (June 8-11, 9am-noon @ Hope UMC or June
14-17, 5:30-7:30 pm @ EUMC). There are lots of ways you can help - donate items, decorate, run
a station, help with a group of kids. Talk to Pastor Wendy if you are interested!
- St. Vincent's Hospital is looking for "people" people to help patients, visitors, and staff 4 hours a week.
Training and benefits are provided. Call 237-3376 or visit www.svh-mt.org for more information.
Crafting Day at EUM!
When: Saturday, May 15, from
What: Making garden decor
Who: Anyone who wants to help & have a good time!
Why: To raise funds for Vacation Bible School 3

Billings Methodist Outdoor Ministry Kick-Off Event!
Saturday June 19, 2021
RINGING ROCKS - A true Montana secret treasure!
Contact: Joyce Jensen (690-0692; jjensen@billingsfirstumc.org)
An all- day trip with much of it being driving on I-90. We turn off at Whitehall, 25 miles from
Butte. There is a decent gravel road most of the way. The last bit needs a high clearance
vehicle, but we should be able to shuttle those without that sort of vehicle.
This is fun for the whole family. Although the rocks ring, they are not tuned. However, as you
can see on YouTube, they can make recognizable tunes.
Bring food and water. Sun protection. A hammer for each person (to ring the rocks!)

Current/Upcoming Studies:
A Bible Study on the Book of Acts, Wednesdays @ 10 am - at Hope UMC (244 Wicks Lane).
Bring your Bible, join at anytime!
Beyond the Broken Heart: A Journey Through Grief, Wednesdays from 6:30-8 pm - in
person or via Zoom with Beth Ayers from First UMC. Explore how your experience of grief can
be transformed so that your life is lived with gratitude, steadfast love, and faithfulness to God
that honors the memory of your loved one. Call or email Beth to sign up: 860-4473
or ayers517@msn.com.

Finance Committee
Alleluia! We are His Easter People. And, as such, as servants of Christ, knowing all we have is his, those
of you who are coming are faithful givers, and we thank you.
COVID and its contribution to the stopping of in-person worship in our church for several months, has
put us in a financial exploring opportunity for us to do more, so our church will grow.
The Finance Committee has been looking at giving opportunities through stock options and perhaps IRA
donation giving. Both are or will be looked into and discussed. This is important as we no longer have
the Waffle Worship grant money [$25,000] coming in for the pastor’s use. So, in looking at this we still
took a leap of faith and will request we have a half time pastor. And, the more we grow we can look at
future opportunities to have a full time pastor here as well. So, pray for the growth of our church and
for each other who have been the backbone of the church and faithful servants, doing the work of the
Lord!
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Blessings in the Name of Christ Jesus,
Anna Brewer, Finance Chair

Sunday, May 16, after worship!
Join us as we celebrate our graduating seniors!

Sarah Meron
Graduating from:
Billings West High
School
Plans: To serve our
country as an
enlisted member of
the US Air Force.

Elizabeth “Lizzie”
Berns
Graduating from:
Skyview High
School
Plans: To attend
Whitworth College
in Spokane, WA, to
get a PhD in
psychology.

James Ochs
Graduating from:
Laurel High School
Plans: To attend
the University of
Montana Western in
Dillon, MT, majoring
in Business
Administration and
playing football
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Sean Meron
Graduating
from: Billings
West High School
Plans: To attend
Montana State
University in
Bozeman as a
member of
ROTC.

Kiss a senior good-by!
See details in church
lobby.

Youth in Action/ Visioning Team Update
Mission Trip Report
The kids are FULLY funded to go to Denver! They have worked hard and given up so much of their time. This month is
all about fun, and celebrating our seniors. We will be having two mission meetings, and senior Sunday. The kids have
learned so much about their faith, and acceptance through this year. This month we are excited to grow more as a
youth group and mission team.

The Youth will be having a send-off mission BBQ on June 16th.
If any congregant would like to donate snacks for the road trip, or anyone who
has donated money would like to come to the BBQ that is why we are hosting it!
Elle Thompson, Youth Leader
Youth sold
cinnamon
rolls and
helped at the
Hope United
Methodist
Church
Garage Sale,
Saturday,
May 1st.

An Update from our Visioning Team!
Knowing that the church would be moving the pastoral position to .5 FTE (20 hours a week) this July, the Visioning Team met
to talk about what the pastoral priorities for EUMC would be in the coming year. This is what they came up with:
Priority #1 - Lead worship 3xs a month
- Ideas for the fourth Sunday were discussed, such as asking church members to lead worship or encouraging church
members to attend another church together.
Priority #2 - Pastoral Care
-This includes relationship building and the care provided on Sundays before/during/after worship, occasional
emails/letters/calls to church members, occasional hospital/nursing home visits.
- Encouraging church members to reach out to each other
- Organizing and attending a monthly potluck/fellowship time at the church
Priority #3 - Collaborative Work with the other UMCs
- Especially important is the continued collaborative work of the Free Store, Youth Group, and discipleship opportunities such
as Bible Studies and Vacation Bible School.
- This may also include future work done around the Billings UMC Mission Center
Priority #4 - Administrative Duties
- All those necessary jobs such as checking messages, overseeing staff, organizing team meetings, etc.
The Visioning Team members include: Don Davis, Carol Hansen, Barb Powelson, Lisa Thompson, Bev Thorn. Feel free to reach
out to them with questions or thoughts you may have as our church faithfully moves into the future that God has planned for
us.
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Birthdays/Calendar/Free Store!
Happy
Birthday!

May Birthday:
5/3
Diana Herman
5/15
Alicia Armbruster
5/18
Graycelyn Kuhlman
5/20
Racey Reynolds
5/24
Bess Barrett
5/30
Bernadine Harris

June Birthdays:
6/1
6/1
6/6
6/7
6/7
6/8
6/8
6/9
6/14
6/18
6/19
6/19
6/20
6/21
6/25
6/29
6/30

Elizabeth Berns
Rylee Stein
Loreen Tallmadge
Betty Fredrichson
Jayne Peters
James Ochs
Susan Runkle
Micki Kuhlman
Gerry Mangis
Cierra Stein
Otis Ochs
Jesse Blazo
Dixie Schied
Mallory Martin
Furious Lee
Jan Skovgaard
Rene Mora

Calendar of Events!
Monday - Journey Bible Study @ 10:30 am
Wednesday - Coffee & Prayer @ 9:30 am at Mazevo, 819 Grand
Wednesday - Youth Group @ 7 pm, EUMC
Thursday - Prayer with PW @ 12:15 pm on Facebook
Free Store News!
Good things continue to happen at the Free Store! One caller listed the usual requests then added
"windows and a screen door". The family lives in a trailer that has had seven windows boarded over with
plywood for the last two years due to a hail storm. Well, one of the volunteers lives next door to a remodel
contractor who when asked, agreed to save the windows for this family that he removes when remodeling.
The family was shocked at such generosity! This is one example of the difference donations make. Thankyou.
The Free Store will be participating in a neighborhood garage sale May 21 - 22. The proceeds from all the
items donated to the Free Store will be deposited in the Free Store account. Perhaps you have items you no
longer want but they are not suitable for the homeless and those living in poverty. We will take them. Please
make your donations by May 15th.
The Free Store will open to the public on June 5th. Masks will be required and the number of shoppers in
the room will be limited to 12. Please call if you are interested in getting information about volunteering:
690-6370.

7

